Total production for Treatment 1 (Tl) and Treatment 6 (T6) at the end of August (1998, 1999) with the same plots reclipped in May (1999, 2000) for the Rose/Tall forb site. 
Results

Forage growth
There was significantly higher production and growth rates on the Aw/Rose/Tall forb community compared to the Aw/Rose/Clover dominated community (Figure 1) . Total forage growth of grass, forbs and shrubs in grazed and ungrazed deciduous communities started in May and generally peaked by the middle of July for both years (Figure 1 ) . By the end of July grass, forb and shrub growth had ceased at both sites (Figure 1 ). 
4
. Figure 2 Total production for treatment (T1) and treatment (T6) at the end of Ajgust (1998, 1999) with the same plots redipped in May (1909, 2000) in May and declining to 11% at the end of August (Table 4) . Total Digestible Nutrients (TDN) averaged over 60% for grasses, forbs, and shrubs for every month combined over the two years.
Grasses had the lowest TDN averaging over 50% in both years, whereas shrubs averaged over 70% TDN in 1998 and over 80% in 1999 (Table 4) (Menke and Trilica 1981 , Bahrani et al. 1983 , Richards and Caldwell 1985 . Severe defoliation coupled with winter respiration affected the ability of the plants to regrow the next growing season reducing total forage production. These defoliation effects are very different from tame pasture communities. Continuous defoliation over the growing season in tame pastures significantly reduced total forage production compared to a rotational grazing system (Smith et al. 1995) . Willoughby (1995) and Lane et al. (2000) found that prolonged moderate to heavy grazing pressure on deciduous communities in the Lower Foothills subregion caused the canopy cover of the shrub and forb layer to decline and there was an increase in low forbs, strawberry, bunchberry, wintergreen and clover species to form the Aw/Rose/Clover dominated community type. As grazing pressure became severe they found that the native plant species declined in cover and were often replaced by Kentucky bluegrass, dandelion and clover species. These species composition changes caused by increased grazing pressure severely affect the ability of the plant community to grow. Forage growth and production was 25-40% lower in the Aspen/Rose/ Clover dominated community than the ungrazed Aspen/Rose/Tall forb dominated community for both years of the study.
